Ex-pats—exactly who are they?

By Kenneth D. MacHarg

San Pedro Sula, Honduras—Just who are these expatriates who make up the majority membership in international, interdenominational churches such as the International Christian Fellowship here in Honduras?

Well, for starters, they are among some of the most interesting people in the world. Their perspectives, their world-view, their motivations, their politics and, yes, even their faith are all somewhat different.

Basically, ex-pats as they are commonly known, are people who have chosen to live outside of their own country for a period of time. They are diplomats, missionaries, business people, refugees, workers for non-government organizations, teachers, students, volunteers, retirees and a host of other descriptions.

Some of them are living overseas for a defined period of time—such as three months or a year or three years. Others are outside of their nation of birth for a career or forever. 

Whatever their time frame or motivation, they often become people in-between their own nation and the country where they are living. Often they are called third-culture people because they are, culturally, neither a part of the culture in which they grew up nor the culture in which they now live.

So, you have Americans living in Honduras who don't really fit into U.S. culture any more nor are they Honduran. Thus, they form a third culture in the country, people who live and think internationally. 

And, they all need the Lord. Therefore: the over 1,000 international, mostly interdenominational churches around the world.

Take the International Christian Fellowship here in San Pedro Sula. This is only our second full day here, but already we have met church members who are from the U.S., Russia and Costa Rica. We know that there are members here from the Philippines, Honduras and others who grew up as third-culture kids in Mexico. 

 Some of them grew up in Christian families or became Christians early on. Others are newcomers to the faith who are trying to define their walk with the Lord. Some are struggling with living overseas in a different culture with a strange language and diverse customs, others thrive in this ambience. Some are searching for the Lord, others are serving Him. 

And, we are pleased to be able to share the gospel with them and assist them in their walk with the Lord. We rejoice at this unique opportunity for ministry and covet the prayers of those who wish to make the name of Jesus Christ known. 

