More than just another Christmas pageant

By Kenneth D. MacHarg

San Pedro Sula, Honduras—It could have been called just another Christmas pageant. You know, another one of those Christmas plays that parents adore and congregations endure while kids wander across the stage in bathrobes.

But this one was different. Last Sunday, the International Christian Fellowship here in San Pedro Sula presented its Christmas pageant. And a grand presentation it was.

Children and adults told the story through the memories of Mary, Jesus' mother, many years after the event. Special lighting was developed to highlight different scenes as the age-old story unfolded once again.

The setting for the presentation, as for the worship of this church, was in a hotel ballroom where the congregation meets every Sunday. No stained glass windows, now pews, no large wooden pulpit. Just the four walls of a large room, but filled with the warmth of a Christian fellowship and the excitement of hearing the story of the birth of Jesus one more time.

The participants were different too. They came, literally, from the four corners of the world to worship here last Sunday. 

Take the three wise men, or more correctly, wise “people.” One was a young girl whose father is from Mexico. Another was a girl whose parents are from the United States. The third, a boy, is from a family that hails from the Philippines. 

Denominationally, who knows the background of this church's members. Some are Baptist, others from the Christian Churches. There are Methodists and Pentecostals. And, there are those who have spent much of their lives in non- or inter-denominational churches such as this one as they have lived in many international settings. 

But the strength and beauty of this church and its Christmas presentation is that all came together from these varied backgrounds to celebrate the Christmas season. Their unity is not in nationality or social class, education or profession, denomination of political outlook. 

Their unity is in Jesus Christ whose birthday is celebrated by people in a myriad of settings around the globe this year and every year. 

And, they displayed their oneness in Christ as they celebrated again the story of the Christ child who came to offer salvation to all who will accept him.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 NIV

