Christmas is larger than man's boundaries 
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San Pedro Sula, Honduras—Christmas away from our normal traditions develops a new meaning and often helps us to focus better on the true meaning of the season.
Of the 42 Christmas celebrations of our marriage, at least twelve have been spent outside of the United States. And, each of them has been a memorable experience.
PANAMA—Christmas in the tropics. No snow (Santa came in the back of a pickup truck), “Charlie Brown” Christmas trees (and palm trees decorated with lights), and hot, tropical weather (we went to the beach on our first Christmas just to take a photo and send it to folks back home!). 

Most memorable was the Christmas Eve service at Margarita Union Church where I was the pastor. We lined the driveway, walkways and balcony of the church which sat on a hill above the entrance to the Margarita town site. What a spectacular view! And how meaningful to share Christmas eve under the palm trees with fellow believers.

ECUADOR—High in the Andes mountains merchants lined the streets selling gift wrapping paper one sheet at a time. We remember one Christian who invited his neighbors (mostly indigenous people) to a Christmas party at his home. We went to show a film about the life of Jesus and were moved by the humble situation there compared to the humble place that Jesus was born. 

Christmas eve always meant a beautiful candlelight service at First (International) Baptist Church and then a very late-night dinner at the home of some Ecuadorian friends as they opened their gifts and then set off firecrackers from their roof at midnight.

PUERTO RICO — One year, neither our daughter nor or son could have us visit — they were with their inlaws. So, we used frequent flyer miles and flew to Puerto Rico where we enjoyed another tropical Christmas complete with bright lights and an unforgettable typical Puerto Rican meal at a restaurant overlooking the crashing surf on Christmas day. We also remember attending a Christmas eve service at the Second Union Church of San Juan where I had attended an international pastors conference many years prior.

COSTA RICA — As the pastor of Escazu Christian Fellowship, it was a blessing to lead this international congregation in the celebration of Christmas. A Christmas eve service followed by dinner with good friends up the mountain on Christmas Day made this a special celebration for us.

HONDURAS — Our two-month interim pastorate here in San Pedro Sula included the Christmas holiday, so again we celebrated the birth of Christ with fellow believers in Latin America. A Christmas program several weeks before plus a meaningful, beautiful Christmas eve service at the Copantl Hotel where we meet were highlights of the season. We also shared wonderful Christmas dinner with friends on both Christmas eve and Christmas day.

An unforgettable experience was the unbelievable outbreak of fireworks at precisely midnight Christmas eve. It sounded as if the city was under attack. But, instead, it was the citizens of the city celebrating the birth of Christ with a sound that outdid any New Year's Eve or Independence Day fireworks displays we have ever seen.

Throughout these different experiences, we have been reminded that Jesus Christ was born for people around the world and His birth is celebrated from north to south and east to west. Truly, God so loved all of us that he sent His only son. 
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