“Listeners depend on us;”
Honduran radio station reaches remote parts of country with gospel
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Tegucigalpa, Honduras—To really get the feel for the ministry of Christian radio station HRVC—The Evangelical Voice—you have to climb up to the roof of the studio building.

Up there, HRVC’s Chief Engineer, Carlos Enrique Mejía, becomes very animated as he walks among satellite dishes, short towers, various lengths of cable and other assorted pieces of equipment.

“We are in the process of replacing all of our transmitters,” he says, pointing to the north where he just finished installing a new FM station in one of the country’s regions. “We will have all of them replaced by 2010,” he says. 

Pointing to the northeast he talks about his latest project—installing a completely new repeater in the country’s most remote area along the Caribbean which is largely populated by the Miskito indigenous group. “From there we will be able to reach Roatan and other remote islands with Christian programming 24 hours a day,” he says. Several islands off of the coast of Honduras are popular tourist spots, but are fairly isolated from the rest of the country. 

Downstairs in his cramped and cluttered engineering room he points to a map that shows the location of all the ministry’s transmitting points. “We are adding solar power to the new stations so we can save money and they will continue operating during electric outages,” he explains. 

HRVC has been on the air for 46 years broadcasting the gospel initially to the capital city of Tegucigalpa and later using nine repeaters that today cover 70 percent of the country and portions of neighboring Nicaragua and Guatemala. In addition, the station offers Stereo Luz a popular FM service for Tegucigalpa. 

“We also broadcast on shortwave at 4820 kHz and we can be heard worldwide on the internet at www.hrvc.org,” explains Jessenia Zelaya, a program producer at the station. 

“Our AM station is primarily aimed at adults and provides teaching and traditional music programs,” Jessenia says. “Most of the financing for that station comes from offerings from local churches.”

“On the other hand, our FM station, Stereo Luz (Light Stereo) is mostly music and is a commercial operation,” she says. The FM is aimed at youth and young adults and offers a more contemporary sound.
“We took a survey and found out that our AM station is in fourth place among listeners in the country and is in first place for news after the all-news stations,” Jessenia reports. “The FM (which is heard only in the capital) is in first place among Christian listeners and second place over all.” 

As part of the AM station’s programming, HRVC downloads programs from HCJB’s ALAS-HCJB, the mission’s Christian Spanish programming satellite network. 

In addition, HCJB Global’s radio planting ministry has provided training for HRVC personnel. “Some of our announcers and the president of our board of directors went to Ecuador for training,” says Ana Belinda Colindres de Mejía, who is the overall director of both stations. “We are also participating in the exchange of some programs and are using the Spotlight program distributed by program from HCJB to teach English as a Second Language.” 
“We and HCJB are not only brothers in Christ, but we are also friends,” Ana Belinda affirms. “They help us to produce better programs.”

Stereo Luz, the FM outlet, offers a unique English program every weekend. “I play English-language music every Saturday from three to five p.m. (Honduras time),” says Marnie Quezada who hosts the program. “It can be heard on our FM website (www.stereoluz.com) and it is widely heard. I have received emails from listeners in Taiwan, Spain, Argentina and the United States.”

Stereo Luz also broadcasts programming from Miami-based CVC-La Voz during the overnight hours. 

The two stations are very aggressive in their service to listeners in Honduras. “We have a number of special events every year,” says Jessenia. “We present two or three concerts a year, offer seminars for pastors and hold a missions marathon annually.”
And, the station staff knows that their broadcasts are important to the local audience. “We represent all of the churches in Honduras,” says Ana Belinda. “Ninety percent of our income is from local sources. That’s because of the transparency of radio; they know who we are and what we are doing.”

Not only that, “the listeners depend on us,” she says. “We get a lot of calls if one of our stations goes off the air.”

To contact HRVC, write to gerencia@hrvc.org or direccion@stereoluz.com.   
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