Cleaning tables helps man to find Christ;

Couple minister to disabled, poor, searching in Puebla, Mexico
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Puebla, Mexico –Cleaning tables and helping to wash dishes played a significant role in bringing one Mexican man to Christ.
“We know one man who had been abandoned by his family,” remembers Ruth Lopez, a missionary who serves alongside her husband Manuel, a pastor in this beautiful colonial Mexican city. “He attended a wedding and was amazed to see Manuel serving tables and helping to clean up afterwards.”

“He was curious, so came to talk with this ‘strange pastor’ who would help out. They became friends and later he accepted the Lord and was baptized.”

Serving people and helping out are hallmarks of Manuel and Ruth’s ministry among lower income people. 

“Our desire is to demonstrate the love of God to our neighbors,” explains Manuel. “We open our arms to help them.”
The couple faces serious challenges as they minister in a low-income area on the north side of Puebla. “We face a mixture of Catholicism and spiritism along with the worship of the dead and witchcraft,” Manual says. “We see a lot of superstition along with idolatry and the worship of saints mixed in.” 

“It’s very difficult to reach people,” he adds. “Even though they are open to the gospel, they are restrained because of customs and family ties.”

As a result, the Iglesia Dios es Amor (God is Love church) counts around 50 members even though the average attendance runs around 130. Many people, even after making a commitment to Christ, find it hard to break family ties by formally joining an evangelical church.

Manuel and Ruth have a special love and ministry for disabled people. She operates a school for the deaf within the church and also teaches sign-language classes for parents and siblings of deaf children so that they can communicate with each other.

“Much of the deafness here comes because of poverty,” she explains. “Children have measles, or experience malnutrition during their first few years of life. Others are not treated for common diseases that could lead to deafness.”

“Often, the problem is not diagnosed until they are two or three years old. Meanwhile, the parents think that the child is defiant—he won’t come when he is called. Finally they realize that he or she cannot hear.”  

Ruth says that seventy percent of parents with disabled children in Mexico end up divorced. “The father usually leaves because he views the disability as an offence to his masculinity. He rejects the wife because he believes that the defect often comes from her. So, she ends up as a single mother.” 

“I grew up in church with a deaf girl and wanted to learn sign language to communicate with her,” says Ruth who was raised in Puebla where her parents were missionaries. 
Finally, she learned the Mexican regional version of sign language and now uses her skills to teach others. 

The couple also minister to others including a large number of area residents who suffer from diabetes. 

“We began the church as a Bible study in our home,” says Manuel. “Later we moved to our own church location in the community of Cuautlancingo.”
In addition to pastoring the church, Manuel and Ruth also minister in small Mexican towns surrounding Puebla and operate a Source of Light Bible correspondence program through schools throughout Mexico and the Caribbean. 
“We grade lessons for about 400 students here in our home,” reports Ruth. “Altogether, counting the students from our various schools, we have at least 5,000 students.”
 
While Manuel is working to reach more people through the church and correspondence program, Ruth is planning on expanding the deaf school to reach more children. They are trusting the Lord to provide the $8,000 needed yearly for teachers, transportation, and supplies in order to expand. 
“We are in this for the long run,” she says. “I don’t want to start and then quit. I like continuity. 

For further information, contact Manuel and Ruth at fudelmex@mail.com. To make a contribution toward their ministry, write to: Source of Light Ministries, 1011 Mission Road, Madison, GA 30650
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