Mexico ripe for revival;

Church leaders expect growth in world’s largest city

By Kenneth D. MacHarg

Mexico City—Mexico City is ripe for revival. Talk with any Christian leader or missionary in the city and they will tell you the same thing. God is getting ready to move in a might way in this, the world’s largest city. 

“Every denomination feels this, everybody in Mexico feels this is the moment,” explains Donna Bustos, an Assemblies of God missionary who serves as the Dean of the Assemblies’ Anna Sanders Bible Institute. 

“We have never had a real big impact of the gospel here,” she says. “Territorial spirits may be an issue, but I believe that they have had a real stronghold in Mexico and that has been unchallenged.” 

Donna says that there is currently a revival of ancient Indian religions in Mexico. “You can go downtown and find these religious rituals going on.” She says that the Gospel really didn’t begin to impact Mexico until the late 18th century. Before that, she says, the conquistadors came and replaced the pagan demons with other demons. 

Now, with revival ready to break out, Donna and others want to make certain that the churches are prepared. “Related to the revival in Argentina, they were not prepared for it. They had big results, but the churches went back to what they were and many people never worked their way into the church.”

Donna sees her role as a Bible institute professor as crucial in preparing the Mexican church for what ever the Lord does. “I believe that the key to winning the city is theological education. If I went out and planted a church, I could plant a few of them. But here, I have a chance to impact the lives of thousands of students who are going out to plant them.”

Donna, who has been a missionary in Mexico for over 20 years, says that in 1984 she became restless and was thinking of doing evangelism herself. “I talked with my co-director and he told me that the church of Jesus Christ would be much better off if everybody just decided to stay in their anointed area. So, I remained at the institute and didn’t plant one single church, but I had five students that year that did. You multiply yourself and your influence in your teaching ministry,” she reflects. 

One example of her extended influence is seen in Macaria Vasquez, an indigenous student who attended the school several years ago. “Academically, she had problems,” Donna explains. “Every year she would come up in a meeting because she had failed subjects. I would try to encourage her and I admired her persistence.” Eventually, however, Macaria graduated. 

“Last year I went to visit her. She went back to her indigenous group, to a culture that isn’t very accepting of women. But, the Lord is using her in real marvelous ways. I was pleased with the confidence that she has in directing services. She is pastoring a church out there that is really on fire and having a revival for the Lord.”

One church where revival is already underway can be found in the lower-income Ixtapalapa section of Mexico City. There, pastor Ramiro Ruiz Lemus pastors a growing congregation of 650 that has planted 12 daughter churches in the past 18 years. 

His ministry there has not been easy. “In 1983 we began an open campaign in this location,” he remembers. There were many gangs operating in the area at the time. “One youth was killed right outside our property, and when we had our first campaign in the tent, gangs would be shooting all around us. On various occasions, bloody young people would seek protection from us in the tent.”

Ramiro remembers when one youth was shot right outside of the church. The boy’s family came seeking help to buy a coffin. Ramiro agreed to preach the funeral “mass.” He agreed, but reminded them that he didn’t do Catholic masses, but he did conduct worship services. “The gangs kidnapped several busses to carry the gang to the cemetery where they were going to bury the body. I went with them to preach.” Ramiro said that this effort broke down many barriers with the gang members. “Many of them received Jesus Christ,” he says. “Now, many of them are here praising the Lord.”

Today, the church, known as the Christian Family Center, is busy throughout the week. “We have about 650 members and 350 children attending Sunday School,” Ramiro says. There are services in the church almost every night of the week, some of them for youth, others for young married couples, others for the entire church family. 

The youth are important to the church’s growth. Last year Ramiro reports that around 80 youth attended the congregation’s weekend retreat. This year more than 100 climbed on board buses for a weekend of fun and spiritual growth.

Ruiz’s church has looked beyond its own area to spread the Gospel. Of its twelve daughter churches, four are in the Mexico City area. Others are scattered throughout the country, including one that serves an indigenous community. “We have a team working to raise churches and we are buying property,” Ramiro says. “We do not want to just grow locally, we want to grow in all areas.” Ramiro says that the church hopes to send missionaries to other countries within a few years.

“The increase of the churches is not my own doing, but it is the glory of God,” Ramiro states emphatically. “We are not the number one church. There are other churches that have also received the blessing of God.”

He explains that his congregation’s growth has not been so much the result of strategy but a movement of God. “The key is prayer. We pray and pray and pray. After years of prayer, we have seen beautiful things and we have increased. But, the increase has come from God.” 

Ramiro says that church growth is not limited to just his church, it is across the district. Pastor Salatiel Ramirez Montalvo of the Rose of Sharon church agrees. His church, which he took over several years back, is bursting at the seams. The beautiful building nestled in the middle of Mexico City’s Las Aguilas is filled several times a week and some people have to stand outside to attend the services.

“We want to by a banquet hall that is being built nearby,” Salatiel says. “The owner built it to accommodate parties and large events, but he says he is open to selling it to us. Now, all we have to do is to raise the money.”

“We think that God is dealing with Mexico,” Ramiro reflects. “We have arrived at a point where God is uniting all of the evangelicals. His spirit is not only in the Assemblies or charismatics, but also in others, for example Baptists and Presbyterians. This is a special time for Mexico.”
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