Called to missions;

Mexican service proves that he CAN be a missionary

By Kenneth D. MacHarg

LAM News Service

Mexico City—Joe Mullaney went to Mexico for the summer to prove to the Lord that he could not be a missionary. Now, nine years later, Joe is still in Mexico but convinced that God has called him to be there. 

“He knew that he would be homesick, get sick on the food and could not speak Spanish adequately to explain the gospel,” explains Joe’s wife, Pamela. “By the end of the summer, all of his fears were realized, but he knew in spite of all of that that he was called to missions.”

“My main function is to keep the computers running, do the accounting, and little things like keeping office equipment running and doing errands,” Joe, explains. He and Pamela are administrators for LAM’s short-term program for young adults, Spearhead.  “There is ministry in that. I help free up other people to do the work they need to do. I have a gift for computers and it keeps others from having to do it. I have a gift also for numbers, so I do some accounting.”

While Joe is often the person called on for the more mechanical parts of the operation, he finds himself in ministry as well. “I work with my church and I do Bible studies along with some door-to-door visiting.” 

Pamela, who serves as Spearhead’s office manager, knew early on that she was called to serve the Lord on a foreign field. “When I was six, a missionary came to speak to the Pioneer Girls at our church,” she remembers. “Her theme was that we are missionaries wherever we happen to be, but I thought ‘yeah, but what if you could GO?’”

Her overseas experience began in 1984 when, as an exchange student in Brazil, she became involved in door-to-door evangelism with a local Baptist Church. She later served as a volunteer with Spearhead in Mexico from 1989 through 1991. 

While much of their Spearhead work is in relating to young adults from the United States, both Joe and Pamela, who are from Ann Arbor, Michigan, value their time spent with Mexicans. “We find that people are willing to listen to us because they sincerely want to know what could have brought us so far from home to talk to them,” Pamela says. 

Pamela remembers that soon after she arrived in Mexico several women who she had come to know were killed when a gas tank exploded in their home. “For a while we thought the tragedy might mean the end of the small church that had just begun to form,” she says.  “Slowly we realized that the experience had drawn the fledgling church together. It was clear that God had worked his perfect will.  If the church had not been started in that area, I believe that Leticia, Alvin and Blanca would not be in Heaven today.”

The couple is enthusiastic about what the Spearhead ministry means to the Mexican church. “I think it encourages the churches in Mexico,” Pamela says.  “It makes the Mexicans think when they see the American youth going door to door, ‘why can’t I do it.’” 

The Latin America Mission works in partnership with churches and Christian agencies throughout Latin America and supports missionaries and projects in many Latin countries as well as in Spain. LAM is seeking to place new missionaries throughout the region. The U.S. headquarters can be reached at Latin America Mission, Box 52-7900, Miami, FL 33152, by e-mail at info@lam.org, or by calling 1-800-275-8410. The mission’s web site may be found at http://www.lam.org. LAM’s Canadian office is at 3075 Ridgeway Drive, Unit 14, Missassauga, ON L5L 5M6.
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