From pastors to former gang members;

LAM missionary teaches in a variety of settings
By Kenneth D. MacHarg

LAM News Service
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Mexico City (LAMNS)—Teachers worldwide say that they often do not know what affect they have had on their students. LAM missionary Bob Waguespack was among them until a student came up to him at a class reunion. “When I was in your class on Hermeneutics (the study of how to interpret the scriptures), I didn’t understand a lot of it,” he told Bob. “But, you made us keep a notebook and write down everything. Now that I’m teaching and preaching, I’m using it and understanding it better.”

Bob, a Southern Baptist pastor from New Orleans, Louisiana, has been teaching in Mexico City area seminaries and Bible Institutes for sixteen years and has taught students ranging from ministerial candidates to young people who have forsaken a life in gangs or on the street after coming to know Christ.

Currently Bob is teaching several courses in counseling, missions and preaching at Mexico City’s Baptist seminary and another evening class at the nearby Monte Tabor Institute. “Every two months the Baptist seminary has a new set of courses,” he explains. “So, there are four two-month periods and then three special courses in January and at the end of the year.”

Students range from young adults to those in mid-career who are called to give their lives to ministry. “There are around 100 students here,” Bob says. “Along with spouses, who are required to take some courses if they live on campus, the enrollment reaches around 130.”

The majority of students are following a theological track that is comparable to a Master of Divinity (M. Div) degree in a U.S. seminary. “If they opt for taking Greek and Hebrew, they will study here for four years. If they choose to study without languages, it will take them three years,” the professor states. Many students are heading for the mission field while others are studying to prepare themselves for Christian Education positions or are in a music track. The school offers a full music program with a focus either on instrumental music or choral preparation.

While begun as a school of the Southern Baptist Convention’s International Mission Board (IMB), the institution is now owned by National Baptist Convention of Mexico and only two of the eight full-time professors are provided by the IMB. “With a recent change of policies on the part of the IMB involving what missionaries can be involved in, there is a decreasing number of missionaries on the staff,” Bob relates. “A number of Baptist missionaries in church planting here in the city will be teaching in practical areas as part-time adjunct professors.”

(“The shift began several years ago as part of the International Mission Board's strategy of encouraging Baptists in each country to assume full responsibility for their own institutions and begin to redefine those ministries in terms of their own culture,” explains Mark Kelly, a spokesman for the IMB in Richmond, Virginia. “We live in an era when Baptists all over the world are sharpening their focus on evangelism and church planting. Institutions are being re-examined and even redefined in light of the greater desire to take the gospel to those who need to hear. Baptists want everything they do, in one way or another, to serve the cause of proclaiming Christ and starting churches.”)

“All of the students have to have a field project as a part of their studies,” Bob explains. “Some are full-time pastors, some go to other states on the weekend. Most of them are in country churches because a city church would be more difficult to only serve on a weekend.” Other students commute to the seminary from as far as 2 ½ hours away, returning home on weekends to be with their family and preach. 

While the Baptist seminary serves those who are training for pastoral or church leadership roles, Bob’s classes at the Mt. Tabor institute reach a different type of student. “Many of the students have come out of very difficult home situations and gangs, some out of a drug background which affects their ability to learn,” he says. “One of the primary purposes of the institute has traditionally been character development.”

Bob says that about half of the students from Mt. Tabor are in ministries around the country while others are working in secular jobs and continuing their education. 

The Mt. Tabor church is part of a Mexican church movement known as the Mission of the Seventy (named after the reference in Luke 10:1 where Jesus appointed 70 apostles to go out ahead of him in ministry). It was formed by Pastor Humberto Pacheco who was convinced that the LAM-related Evangelism-in-Depth program was biblical and effective. He used those efforts to start the church 15 years ago. Today, the movement has established over 100 churches throughout the country. The Institute began one year after the church opened and provides a three-year educational program drawing students from all over Mexico. 

The Latin America Mission works in partnership with churches and Christian agencies throughout Latin America and supports missionaries and projects in many Latin countries as well as in Spain. LAM is seeking to place new missionaries throughout the region. The U.S. headquarters can be reached at Latin America Mission, Box 52-7900, Miami Springs, FL 33152, by e-mail at info@lam.org, or by calling 1-800-275-8410. The mission’s web site may be found at http://www.lam.org. LAM’s Canadian office is at 3075 Ridgeway Drive, Unit 14, Missassauga, ON L5L 5M6.
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